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David, after he had ſerved his oro n generation by the will 


of God, fell on ſleep, and was laid unto his fathers, 


and jaw corruption. 


HIS ne of people, the attend- 


3 


1 


- acters, and the ſadneſs, which per- 
vades the aſſembly, diſtinguiſh the 


. 1 occaſion bf our now convening in 


© 3&8 the houle of the Lord, as peculiar- 
55 mournful and affecting. Theſe circumſtances teſ- 
tify, that many, influenced by their high eſteem of 
the deceaſed, wiſh to pay him theſe their laſt reſpedts, 
and to condole his greatly bereaved family. 


In attempting to accommodate himſelf to this octa- 


fon, it has been the ſpeaker's deſire and aim to do 
l | Juſtice 


ance of many very reſpeQable char- 
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4 5 Lhe ; 
juſtice to the memory of the dead, and to promote 
the comfort and advantage of the living. To anſwer 
this intention, the words of the Apoſtle Paul, juſt 
read, have been ſelected as the theme for our con. 
templation. 

They contain a comprehenſive account of King 
David, and are connected with thoſe things, ſpoken 
to the Jews at Antioch, for the purpole of convincing. 


them, that what this royal prophet foretold, in the xvith 


_Pfalm, relative to not ſeeing corruption, could not be 
_ underſtood, as referring to himſelf, becauſe, as the 


event diſcovered, it was not accompliſhed j in him; 


but as referring to another, even the Meſſiah, bs 
whom it was fulfilled. The Apoſtle excites his hear- 


ers to recollett, that David, after he had been uſeful 
in life, agreeably to his advantages and his connec- 


tions, on reſigning his ſoul and breath, and being gath- 
ered to his deceaſed anceſtors, jaw corr tion. When 


depolited i in the ſepulchre, he putrified, and, accord- 


ing to the primitive ſentence, duſt returned to duſt. 


Though a good man, and eminently excellent and 


_ uſeful, he was not, after death, in regard to his body, 
diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of the oppoſite character. 


Forbearing to pay any farther attention, at preſ- 


ent, to the particular deſign, with which the Apoſ- 
tie ſpeaks thus concerning David, we may regard 
this paſſage as giving us occaſion to confider, The 
deſcription of a man, excellently employed and uſe- 
ful in the ſeveral parts of his life: That it may, with 

_ peculiar propriety, be ſaid of ſuch an one, when he 


dies, that he falls aſleep : Alſo, That it perfectly 
agrees with the Divine Character, for the man, thus 
excellent 
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5 
excellent and uſeful, to be, as he is at death, laid by, 
and conſigned to the corruption! of the grave. Aſter 
ſome attention to theſe articles, the ſubject may be 
cloſed, with an application ſuited to the en occa- 
Hon. 
1. We may conſicer, as exhibited FEI text, the 
juſt and commendable deſcription of a man, excel- 
ently employed and uſeful in life. He, like David, 
ſerves his own generation, by the will of God. 
By a man's 0wn generation, it is obvious to under- 
ſtand that ſet of perſons, both elder and younger, 
who live in his time, and whilſt his opportunity for 
uſefulneſs continues, and whom, in certain ways, he 
has advantage to benefit. To ſerve one's generation 
is no other than to be atlive and vigorous, according 
to the ſtation and relation of life, in which a man is 
placed, for advancing the intereſt and happineſs of 
others. It is to employ his natural and acquired | 
abilities; his reaſon, memory, judgment, and ſpeech ;_ j 


his health and ſtrength ; and his icarning, property, j; 
and influence, to the purpoſe of his being uſeful, even 9 
as extenſively, as can be expected. It is fo to ex- 0 | 
ert himſelf; and to conduct in ſuch a wile, regular if 
and virtuous manner; with ſuch a degree of benev- 6 
I! _ olence and decorum, that the moſt judicious may de- j 
termine and pronounce of him, in regard to ſociety, = 
thus, He well anſwers the deſign of his creation, and Ii 


improves his gifts and advantages to honorable and 


happy purpoſe. 0 1 
: It is fit to be obſerved, that there is a ſiovilarity be- 1 
tween the natural and the political body. Both theſe 1 
muſt, 1 in order to their ſubſiſtence, beauty and ſtrength, 1 


have [+ 
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have ſuch particular parts and members, placed and 
connected in ſuch a manner, and in good ſtate for 
action, and, on occaſion, in actual exerciſe. Directed 
by this compariſon, we may conclude, that the buſi- 
neſs of ſerving the public is by no means confined to 
| thoſe men, who are able and diſpoſed to move in the 
higher and more diſtinguiſhed paths of life. Such, 
indeed, are often very ſpecially and extenſively uſe- 
ful; but, that the good of ſociety may be fully attend- 
ed to and ſufficiently promoted, thoſe, who move in 
the lower and more private walks of life, are, under 
Providence, exccedingly needed, and, in the exer- 
ciſe of well directed care and vigor, beneficial in no 
ſmall degree. Not only ſhould the able Stateſman, 
. the ſkilful Phyſician, and the learned Divine, who 
exert themſelves to diſcharge, with wiſdom and en- 
ergy, their reſpeQive duties, be highly eſteemed, and 
gratefully remembered; but the obſcureſt Huſband- 
man and Mechanic, who, in their way, approve them- 
{elves ſkilful, kind and actiye, ſhould alſo be well ef- 
| teemed, and affectionately remembered. Theſe, as 
well as the others, render very eſſential ſervices to 
their generation, and are worthy of loye and applauſe. 
Not thoſe only, who are placed at the head of king- 
doms or ſtates, or appointed as magiſtrates, or ſelect- 
ed as the fathers of a town, or choſen to take the 
- overſight of churches ; but thoſe, alſo, who are plac- 
ed at the head of a family, ſhould be conſidered as ex- 
cellently ſerving their generation, provided they faithful- 
ly perform relative duties. When theſe, on being ſolic- 
Kous rightly to inſtruct and govern the young, and form 
them to virtue and uſefulneſs, are ſucceſsful in the 
buſineſs, 


7 
| bufinels, which is commonly true, we can bardly 
count or conceive, how much good is done by them 
to the public. Their poſterity, probably, for ſever- 
al ſucceſſions, will derive great benefit from their 
laudable exertions, and, on being acquainted with 
their excellencics and worth, will tevere, praiſe and 
imitate them. | 
The man, who, in the wiſe uſe of his advantages, 
lives to excellent purpoſe, ſerves his generation, like 
David, as we may further conſider, by or according 
to the will of God, as this expreſſion may be under- 
ſtood relative both to the divine Providence and 
the divine precept. 
"When God forme a man with 8 particular genius * 
and propenſity ; ſucceeds means and endeavors to 
his being furniſhed for uſefulnefs, correſpondent to 
his peculiar turn and inclination ; qualifies him for 
moving in fuch a ſphere, and conduQing ſuch a branch 
of bufineſs to good advantage ; and makes way for 
his being anſwerably improved; when this is the caſe, 
ſuch an accompliſhed and uſeful man ſerves his gen- 
eration, in exact agreement with the will of God's 
providence. Upon examining and comparing, he 
may reſt, and even ſolace himſelf, in his concluſion, 
That he is employed, conformably to the divine pur- 
Poſe and pleaſure. 
There is another ſenſe, in which the uſeful man 
ſerves his fellow-creatures, according to the will of 
God, viz. That which reſpects the divine command. 
Such an one adts, as Deity has expreſsly taught and 
enjoined. What does the holy word more plainly 
tenth and require, man my That a man ſhould excrt 
| | himſelf 
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himſelf to do good, in proportion to his abibty and 
advantage; and ſhould - ſeek to be better accompliſh- 


ed, and to be furniſhed with greater opportunity, that 
bis uſefulneſs may be more extenſive. It is quite 
otherwiſe than ſtrange, that God has enjoined us to 


be as far uſeful, as our capacity and peculiar ſeaſons 


admit. This exattly agrees with his wiſdom and 


love in providing for, and ſupplying his great family 
on earth. Surcly nothing is better ſuited to honor, 
or can more pleaſe the Father of all, than to have the 
intelligent members of his family employ themſelves 


for its good, and conform, for this purpoſe, to his 


_ counſels and commands. 


That to ſerve our generation ſhould be ia 
commanded, perfectly accords, as we may fitly no- 


tice, with the liſe and example of the only begotten 
Son of God, the Lord of glory, when he dwelt among 


men. Did this inconceivably auguſt perſonage go 
about doing good, and ſhew himſelf unwearied in 


ſeeking the benefit of men, and even give his life a 


ranſom for many? And is it expreſsly required, that 
we imitate him, as far as we can? From thele things, 


then, we muſt conclude the fitneſs and wiſdom of the 
divine command, that we bring into uſe, and contin- 


ually improve, for the benefit of others, all our gifts 
and abilitics ; and that every one, who ſerves his gen- 
eration, is in e conformed to God's pre- 
ceptive will. 

When a man, in the 3 of a uſeful wad excel- 


lent life, performs. the frequent acts of beneficence, 


with an habitual, and ſometimes with an actual inten- 
tion to conform to the divine Plenum, and to ad- 
7 — vance 
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Fance the divine honor, God regards him as not only 
uſeful, but pious. That, in a courſe of well-doing, 


we ſhould nend to obey and pleaſe Cod, is very 


neceſſary. How, but in conſequence of having this 
fincere intention, can we expett to be accepted as his 


cordial and faithful ſubjects, and hope for that reward, 


which he, in his holy word, has promiſed. 

What was laſt mentioned renders it ſuitable to ob- 
ſerve, that he who, from the beſt principles, ſerves 
his generation, is accepted in this, as truly ſerving 
God. David gloried in bis being the ſervant of 
God; which ſhews, that, in his exertions to ſerve 


the intereſts of men, he aimed as high as the honor 


and pleaſure of God. Becauſe conſcious of this, he 
expetted to be ſelicitated as a ſervant of the Moſt 
High. 


The view we have now taken of the man well em 


ployed and uſeful, as deſcribed in the text, does, it 
may be thought, direct and oblige us to pronounce 


him wiſe and amiable, and very worthy to be eſteem- 


ed and praiſed, He has, we may notice, ſuch juſt 


and exalted ſentiments, as to abhor the thought of 


being the plague of mankind, and burden of ſociety, 
and to diſdain the notion of being a cypher, or of 


crawling through life like an inſignificant reptile. He 


wiſhes aud aims to act up to the dignity of his nature, 
and to the honor done him in his being a member of 


the intelligent creation; and to act alſo in conformi- 


ty to all the wiſdom and love God has cilplayed to- 
wards mankind. He aims, indecd, at his own honor 
and happineſs, but only ſo far as theſe conſiſt with, 

B | and 


Pfalm xvi, 16. 
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and are promoted by, a juſt regard to the honor of 
the Supreme, and the good of others. 

How perfettly does it become us to rejoice in tha 
providence and grace of God, which raiſe up and 
form men, who conduct worthily in their day; and 
to take a very affecting notice of the divine diſpoſal, 
in their removal by death, as what gives much occa- 
fion for grief and lamentation? 

To proceed to the next article. 

II. It is to be conſidered, that of the wiſe, faithful 
and pious ſervant of his generation, we may, with pe- 
culiar propricty, ſay, when he dies, that he falls aſleep. 

As early as the days of Moſes and Job, death was 
ſpoken of as a fleep.* In many paſſages of ſcripture, 
it is expreſſed and repreſented by this name. The 
term, as expreſſive of death, correſponds with ſome 
ethers, which are uſed in a moral as well as in a nat- 
ural ſenſe. 

The time of life, i in 1 we are adtive, is ſtyled 
the day. The ſpace which ſucceeds it, wherein ac- 
tivities wholly ceaſe, is called the night. As night 
{ucceeds day; lo ſleep and reſt ſucceed the attivities 
and toils of the day. Therefore, as when a man dies, 
we may ſay that his day is ended, and his night come 

; lo, allo, as when he dies, he ceaſes to be buſy 
= vigorous, and ceaſes to appear ; retires from 
this adlive and toilſome ſcene ; reſts from all his la- 
bors, all his pains, all his cares, all his ſufferings, with 
which he has been attended, we may fay of him, that 
te has fallen aſleep. Indeed it ſeems difficult to be- 
lieve, that then his ſoul ſleeps. We may rather think, 
that 


® Deut, AI. 16, and Job xiv, 12. 


4hat the ſpiritual part, on being freed from all paſt in- 
cumbrance, becomes more active. But then the 
body ſleeps, as it is wholly laid aſide, to be ſeen no 
more; and is not diſtempered, agitated and diſturb · 
ed, as it was when living. 
The death of Jairus daughter, and that of Laza- 
rus, are termed, by our Lord Jeſus, a ſleep, no doubt 
on a peculiar account, becauſe he knew that they 
would be ſpecdily raiſed. The death of men in gen- 
eral, is, in ſome meaſure, on the ſame account, fitly 
fo called in the ſcriptures. As theſe give aſſurance 
of a general reſurrection, men may well be ſpoken of, 
as ſleeping, when death lays them by, and until they 
riſe from the grave. 
It may be now further conddered, that the man, 
who has been worthily employed, and has approved 
himſelf piouſly uſeful in his life, may, with ſpecial 
propricty, be repreſented as, at his death, falling aſleep. 
Such an one, as the cloſe of life draws near, can take 
a retroſpect and obſerve that, though, in the courſe 
of his life, there have been unhappy vacuities, which 
might and ſhould have been filled up with acts of be- 
neficence, and though he has been attended with ma- 
ny failures, yet his prevailing aim and endeavor have 
been right; and that he has lived to ſome good pur- 
pole, has anſwered the end of his creation, ſhewm 
himſelf a Man, afted up to his advantages; has ſerv- 
ed the public, and ſerved his friends, and ſerved his 
enemies ; has done good, by an application to his 
proper buſineſs, by his diſcourſe, and by his example. 
As the uſeful and pious man, when quitting life, can 
take this comfortable review, and reflect with ſatisfac- 


tion 
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tion on his paſt endeavors that the world might be 
much better for him, on ſecular, on moral, and alſo 
on ſpiritual accounts; he is, we may think, diſpoſed 
to reſign his breath in this devout manner: * Lord, I 
have nothing to boaſt of. For thy mercies' ſake, in 
Chriſt, pardon my faults and my failings. So far as 
I have ſerved thee and my generation I rejoice. The 
thought that, through thy grace, I have attempted 
and perſevered in my endeavor to do good, compoſes 
and delights me. Into thy hand I commit my de- 
parting ſpirit, and to thy care my body, freely conſent- 
ing, in compliance with thy wiſe and holy appoint- 
ment, to fleep in the duſt, and hoping in thy promiſe 
and power, that I ſhall obtain a glorious refurreetion 
and immortality.” As the man of beneficence and 
piety dies, thus peacefully, and compoſes himſelf, in 
ſach a godly fort, to reſt from all the activities and 
{ſufferings of this liſe, he may very ſuitably be ſaid to 
fall aſleep. None but ſuch a character is, or can be, 
prepared fo to commit himſelf to repoſe, ſo to ſhut his 
ey es, and diſmiſs his ſenſes, and even his foul, to take reſt. 
We may now advance; e . 
III. We ſhall conſider, as was propoſed, that it 
perlectly agrees with the divine character, for the 
uſeful and geod man to be laid by, and conſigned to 
corruption, as ke is at death, He is laid unto his fa- 
thers, and ſees corruption; is lodged in the grave, the 
habitation of his anceſtors, and there corrupts, mould- 
ers, and mifigles with his kindred duſt, In account- 
ing for this, as conſiſtent with the rectitude of God's 
nature and government, we may recolle& and notice 
{ſeveral things. 


This, 
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This life, it appears, is but the beginning of our 
exiſtence, and of our intellectual felicity. We are 


placed in this world, for our trial; and, though we ex- 
ecute our probation laudably, we have no ground 


to expect a permanent reward, and complete happi- 
neſs here. As all, in this world, have fin dwelling in 


them, are attended with ſufferings, and have only an 


imperfe& degree of light and knowledge; ſo here, 

even the moſt excellent perſons cannot be in a ſuita- 
ble ſlate for the full enjoyment of thoſe things, which 
conduce to, or conſtitute their ſublime happineſs. In 
order to the conſummation of their felicity, they muſt 


remove to another world. Accordingly, God has 


not only revealed his purpoſe to felicitate, complete- 


| ly, all the pious, but alſo a future ſtate, in which ſuch 


ſhall be happy. | 
Though God will be thus merciful to them, yet his 


appointment is, that they, as well as others, dic and 
return to duſt. This is nearly connected with the 


primitive threatening, Gen. ii. 17. and the primitive 


ſentence, Gen. iii. 19. In reference to which, the 
apoſtle Paul juſtly aſſerts, Rom. v. 12. That, “ as by 


one man fin entered into the world, and death by 
ſin, ſo death paſſed upon all men, for that all have 
ſinned.“ Sin having procured death to the human 
race, it cannot be contrary to God's juſtice for him 
to appoint that all men ſhould once die. 


We have, indecd, abundant reaſon to believe, that 


Chriſt, the Son of God, has ſuffered to redeem ſin— 
ners, and that his ſufferings are ſufficient, and will 
be effeftual, to the complete deliverance of all the 
penitent and pious, from fin and miſery ; but, as the 


word 
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word and providence of God ſhew, it was no part 


of his deſign and buſineſs, by ſuffering, to prevent 
the death of any. However, through thi worth and 
efficacy of his mediatorial obedience; death cannot 
prove deſtruttive to the godly, but will be a benefit, 
by freeing them from all remains of ſin, and introduc- 


ing them to glory. It is, we may think, as conſiſtent 


with God's kindneſs for his friends, to appoint that 
they ſhould paſs, by death and the grave, to perfect 
happineſs, as it is, that they ſhould be ſufferers in this 
a --. 


We may further notice, that this appointed uni- 


verſal reign of Death, diſplays God's holineſs, kind- 
neſs, and wiſdom, as it is a ſtanding teſtimony of his 
diſpleaſure at ſin; and the conſideration of it, as ſuch 
is conducive, and in many inſtances effectual, to ex- 


cite perſons to renounce, avoid, and ſubdue fin. 
1t may be alſo mentioned, that this appointment of 
death and corruption, as the lot common to the uſe- 
ful and injurious,. the good and the bad, Ciſplays 
God's kindneſs and wiſdom, as by it the comfort and 
peace of mankind are better provided for. If per- 
ſons of one deſcription were exempted from mortali- 


ty and its conſequences, and others not ſo exempted, 


the diſtindion then made would very probably occa- 


ſion ill affections and difficulties among men, and 


operate to the grief of en, and damage of ſo- 


— ciety. 


Though God is pleaſed to bare death and corrup- 
tion, the lot of the uſeful and excellent, as well as of 


others, yet this, as was intimated before, is no obſta- 


ele to their complete happineſs, Chriſt has purchaſ- 


— 


15 

ed for them, among other benefits, æ glorious reſurrec- 
tion and immortality; and by his own reſurrection 
given aſſurance of HMeirs. According to this, it is 


expreſsly promiſed in the goſpel, that their vile bodies 
ſhall be reſtored from the grave, and fo gloriouſſy 


changed as to be fit compenions for their ſouls in the 

_ celeſtial ſtate. e 5 
When ve duly ponder theſe things, muſt we not 

conclude, that it is ſuited to advance God's honor, 


for the moſt excellent of men to paſs, by the way of 
death and the grave, as he has appointed they ſhould, 


to the full e and enjoyment of the e 
inheritance. | 


The ſubje& may now be applied to the occabon. 5 
THE Friend and Gentleman, whoſe death we are 


lamenting, and to whom we are this day pay ing our 


laſt reſpects, did, I am perſuaded, in the courſe of 


his life, ſo improve his abilities, as in a large meaſure 


to ſerve his generation, and to be emincntly uſeful. 
He was furniſhed, by the God of nature, with a ſtrong 


mind and much good ſenſe. He obtained, through 


the divine bleſſing on his great exertions, a public 


education ; and, in conſequence of, his early choice 
of Phyſic for his ſtudy and profeſſion, he enjoyed the 


advantage of ſtudying is, with a very eminent and 


worthy gentleman,* whole inſtructions and maxims, 
profitable converſation, and wiſe condu@, no doubt, 
much enlarged the foundation of his uſefulneſs. 


Soon after the completion of Lis ſtudies with chat 


gentleman, he, on receiving an invitation, came to this 
place, principally with a deſign to purſue his delight- 


ful 
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ful bufineſs; and was in a ſhort time taken much no- 

tice of, as a Phyſician, by people in this and in adja- 
cent towns. Through ſtudy and experience, for more 
than twenty four years, and upon being often very 
ſucceſsful, he became greatly valued for his medical 
knowledge and ſkill. As he approved himſelf very 
guarded and agrecable i in his converſation; very ſo- 
ber and temperate; firm and faithful and compaliion- 
ate; and diſcovered a readineſs to uſe great exertions 
to eaſe the pains, remove the diſorders, and relieve 
the diſtreſſes of perſons ; of the poor, as well as of 
the rich; and alfo, as he appeared even forward, in 
difficult caſes, to conſult with other Gentlemen of the 
Faculty, he became much eſteemes and very extenſive- 
ty improved ; and has for ſome years been regarded, as 
one of the firſt Medical Characters in this county. 

Though the practice of phyſic was very agreeable 
to him, and he was crowded with buſineſs, as a Phy. 
| fician ; yet his mind was by no means engroſſed by 
medical matters. He attended to other concerns, and 
judged very accurately about them. Accordingly, | 
bis ſentiment and advice, in affairs of difficulty and 
weight, were fought and reſpected. 

He paid attention, in particular, to religious con- 
cerns, and had been a profeſſor of Chriſtianity, and 
in full communion with the church in this place, for 
many years. Things of a religious nature have, for 
ſometime paſt, laid with peculiar weight on his mind, 
and he has been exerciſed with very perplexing doubts 
about his future ſtate. Under them, he was diſpoſed 


to cry to bis God, and ſeek for the bleſſed conſola- 
tions of the go'pel, 


His 


1 
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His character, for ſenſe and learning and integrity, 
and relative to morals and religion, being known, he 
was a few years ſince preſented with a Commiſſion for 


the Peace, and accepted it; but the conſtant and nu- 


merous applications to him, as a Phyſician, hindered 


| his performing much as a Magiſtrate. When he act. 


ed in this line, he approved himſelf judicious, and a 
friend to juſtice, order and peace. 
In his laſt ſickneſs, he manifeſted, under his great 


bodily diſtreſſes, becoming fortitude ; and, notwith- 


ſtanding his peculiarly quick ſenſations, he, on call- 


ing into exerciſe the train of ſuffering virtues, bore 
with a good grace what came to his lot. He clearly 


foreſaw the event of his diforders, and reſigned to 
be removed from this ſtage of action, bidding adieu, 
with much benevolence and cordiality, to his dear 
family and numerous friends. 

Thus lived and died this man of ſenfe and ſkifl ; 


of extenſive uſefulneſs and great worth. Having ſerv- 


ed his generation, he is fallen aſleep. Yes, Dr. SHAT- 


TUCK is gone: Nearly twenty years before he ar- 


rived at the common age of man, he is gone. We 


ſhall have his company, hear bis voice, and enjoy 


bis ſenſe and {kill no more; ſhall ſee his face, after 
this day, no more: And who, on che occaſion, does 


not ſigh and lament ? 


In his death, his beloved family ſuſtain a great and 


| unſpeakable loſs ; and we wiſh moſt heartily t to con- 
dole with them on this account. 


YOU, Mavan, who have been the confort of the 
deceaſed, and have, with much patience and aſſidui- 


ty; affiſted and comforted 10 under his toils and fa- 


tigues | 
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tigues and diſorders, are now called to part with him. 
The ftroke is heavy indeed. Your grief is very 
great. You ſummon, we are perſuaded, the powers 
of your mind, and graces of your ſoul, to bear, in a 
chriſtian manner, this exceedingly afflitive diſpoſal 


of Providence, ſenſible that your covenant God and 


Father has done this. You will continue to implore 
and depend on divine grace, to ſupport you, and ſanc- 
tily this to you; and will recollect and apply the di- 
vine conſolations, with which the ſcriptures abound. 
When, with a bleeding heart, with the tendereſt 
leelings, you view this bereaved ſtate of yourſelf and 
yourdcar children, recolleQ, in particular, that the Lord 


has preſented this as his amiable character, That “ he 


is the Father of the fatherleſs, and the widow's Judge.“ 

We fully believe, Madam, that it is your fixed 
purpoſe to be uſeful in your place, and ſerve your 
generation. As now the care of the family ſo entire- 


ly devolves upon you, there will be greater occafion 


and opportunity for you to manifeſt this. Will you 


mot, therefore, call into renewed exerciſe, reſolution, 


wiſdom, and every other needful quality and virtue, 
that it may appear, you are, through divine grace, 
equal to the charge and burden, and greatly ſervice- 
able to the world, by forming your children to vir- 
tue and uſefulneſs ? Remember, that by piouſly em- 
ploying yourſelf, the preparation is continually ad- 


vancing for your falling aſfeep, as your valuable con. 


ſort now has. a 
TO the CuilDbREX of the deceaſed, a fow thing 
may be addreſſed. 


* Pſalm Ixviil, ö. 


1 


My dear young friends, you are burying a parent, 
who was extremely tender and affeftionate ; who, 


when you were in trouble, felt for you beyond ex- 


preſſion. You are burying a parent, who was, in a 
very high degree, ſolicitous to have you furniſhed 


with uſeful knowledge, and formed to virtue, and 


qualified to appear worthy perſons on the ſtage of ac- 


tion. This, your excellent and dear father, if con- 


| cerned to have his life protracted, was ſo, no doubt, 

in a great meaſure, that, under God, he might be 
your guide and counſellor, and might, as he {rcquent- 
ly expreſſed the matter, read you ſuitable lectures. 
But, alas ! he is fallen aſleep, and retired, not to 
awake and appear until the reſurre&ion morn, 
However, you ſhould, for your comfort, rememPer, 
that your Father in heaven is infinitely wiſer and 


more compaſſionate and powerful than the beſt diſ- 
| poſed and moſt able carthly parent ; and that this bleſ- 


led Father of the fatherleſs will be your guide, and guar- 


dian, and provider; will not leave nor forſake you, if 


you put yourſelves, by prayer and piety, under his care. 


That you may more certainly grow in wiſdom, and 
in goodneſs, remember the wiſe inſtruftions, and fer- 


vent wiſhes, of your good father, and be determined 
to conform to them, guarding againſt every thing, 


which is likely to hinder. Cultivate a good diſpoſi- 
tion, and ſeek to be, after his example, worthy per- 


ſons. In this way, you will comfort your ſurviving 
parent, and be an honor, both to the deceaſed and to 
the living ; and, which is more, in this way, you will 


honor your Father in heaven, and prepare to fall 


ollerp, alter performing laudable ſervice. 
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WE wiſh the very aged ſurviuing Pax Nx of the de- 
ceaſed, not preſent, becauſe of great infirmity, all the 
ſupport and comfort needed on this trying occaſion. 
It is very folacing, amidſt the domeſtic troubles, 
with which he has been exerciſed, that this his ſon 
has conducted ſo worthily through life, and been 
ſuch an extenſive bleſſing to the world. It has been 
the hope of this very aged ſire, that his ſon would 
have ſurvived. Being diſappointed, he will, we may 
expect, more readily put his truſt in God, and more 
diligently prepare ſoon to es with all his ſeveral 
deceaſed relatives. 

OUR reſpeded Friends, now preſent, lords as 
' the deceaſed was, in the prattice of relieving and 
healing the fick, will accept a ſhort addreſs. . 

You, gentlemen, are deſerving, from individuals 
and from the community, in proportion to your care for 
becoming continually better furniſhed to perform the 
duties of your profeſſion, and in proportion to your 
humanity and fidelity in performing them. Approv- 
ing yourſelves {kilful practitioners, you will excellent; 
ly ſerve your generation ; and approving yourſelves, 
alſo, virtuous and godly, you will be accepted, not only 
as the worthy ſeryants of your generation, but as the 
true ſervants of the Lord, and be prepared, when 
your mortal day clofes, to fall aſleep, in 992 of a 
bleſſed reſurrection. 

This ſpefacle may, firs, deeply affect you, in partic- 
ular. It directs and prompts you, to conſider, that 
though, in the uſe of your excellent-ſkill, you ſave 
many from the pit of corruption, who are, in a ſenſe, 
reduced to che brink of it, the time is coming, when, 
notwithſtanding 


2 0 2 * 


dotwithfianding” all the exerciſe of the medical art, 


you will fall victims to death, and lie in the bed of : 
duſt. Moſt certainly, therefore, it concerns you, as 


well as others, to be ſeaſonably prepared for a en 


and honorable reſignation of life. 


THE ſubjett may now be applied to direct — 


comfort the people of this town, and others, who have 
found the deceaſed a very uſeful worthy man. Our 
beloved Phyſucian is taken from us, when, with ſubmil- 
ſion, we wiſhed him to live many years longer. But 
we will not murmur. This is the will of heaven, We 
will be thankful, that God rendered him, for ſuch a 
ſpace, a ſubſtantial, and ſteady Phyſician, and in this, 
as well as other reſpects, a very beneficial member of 
ſociety. Numbers of us have even ſpecial reaſon to 
Oo thankful for him : To his {kill and care, our re— 
Jief, in great diſtreſs, and the protrattion of our lives 
are, under God, to be attributed. 
As we know, by happy experience, what it is to 


enjoy a good Phyſician, let us be prayerful and dili- 


gent, to have our loſs repaired, as far as may be ex- 
pected. Let us be careful not to encourage any one 


to ſettle in this place as a Phyſician, who is not well 


 inftrufted and accompliſhed, and a man of ſtability, - 


virtue, and goodneſs. 
TO cloſe. Let all preſent entertain a ſcrious con- 


cern to find it good for them, that they attend this 
funeral. Let us be reminded, that we ſhall all, in 


the ſenſe of the text, fall aſleep and fee corruption, 


and that we can be prepared for this, only by a dili- 
gent and pious care to ſerve our generation, accord- 
ing to our ability and opportunity. Whilſt we thank 
2 kind 
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|; Aa kind Providence, that we ſurvives, * us be aims · 
d to uſe greater diligence, that we may be abun- 
I  dantly beneficial in our reſpettive ſtations and rela- 
Wil! tions, remembering, that if, in the exerciſe of benev- 
I  - olence and piety, we are diligent and faithful unto 
W |! | death, we may compoſe ourſelves to ſleep with our 
11 fathers, in a thankful and joyous proſpect of inherit- 


. 


Nt ing the promiſes, and ſharing i in a ons reſurrec, | 
iy: tion and immortality. 
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